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Welcome to the electronic versionhe I nsider. | would like to take the opportunity to thank yiau
your support and giving me an opportunity to repnéyou in the Michigan Senate. It is my sincere
hope that this bi-weekly e-newsletter will keep yoiormed of the happenings in Lansing while stgyin
true to the traditional style dte lInsider. If you would like to contact me, please feel ftee-mail me
atsenmswitalski@senate.michigan.gmvcall me at my Roseville or Lansing office. Yoan also meet
me in person during my constituent hours, coming lmcation near you. Call my office and make an
appointment or just walk in. See the schedule bétwwietails.

Mickey’s Blog: A Stimulating Week

Yesterday, April 2, we passed a $2 Billion Stimulus Bill through Michigan Legislature. That was
on top of a $900 million Transportation Stimuludl Bie passed last week and that the Governor signed
into law on Tuesday.

These bills will put people to work building angagring roads and bridges, weatherizing homes,
improving water quality and cleaning up pollutiamproving schools, retraining laid off workers, and
boosting food stamps and supports for people Ididra hurt by the economic crisis.

My priority was to get the bills passed withouttgeg bogged down in partisanship or mindless delay.

When my Republican colleagues insisted on creatingw committee to review the stimulus bills, |
objected. | was afraid an additional committee wialbw us down and delay the chance to put hurting
people back to work now.

| voted against creation of the committee, anddlang colleagues to prove me wrong by passing the
package by April 2 the day transportation bids would be opened.lkedhover to Mike Bishop, the
Senate Majority Leader, after the vote. | told hiwouldn’t have done it that way, but that we would
find a way to make it work. He assured me he wasmerested in delay, but just wanted better
oversight.

I am lucky to have a great relationship with Rolnéd, the Republican Chair of the Senate
Appropriations Committee. | am the Democratic gbair, and we have worked closely together for a
decade. He was appointed Chair and | was namedGheg& of the Special Committee. We decided to
run the bills from the new committee straight te thll Appropriations Committee, and not through a
second subcommittee. That eliminated delay. Weddedihat if anyone had concerns about any portion
of the bills, we would separate out those itemsdeal with them later.




That was a key early decision. And it paid off tai&hen the House passed the Stimulus bill, they
extracted a $25 million item for school technolgggnts. They decided to transfer the money for that
item into the School Aid Fund budget bill that vk voted on in July. But several Senators warded t
approve at least half of that money now.

That disagreement had the potential to derail timauus bill for at least three weeks.

Rather than hold $2 Billion in spending hostager@dispute regarding a $25 million item, we just
agreed to leave that item out so we could givpetsl attention later. Score one for the House.

Then when some Senators raised questions aboutr§ill@sh in state energy grants, we followed the
same approach, separating it from the bill so wegiee it individual closer attention later. The k$e
could hardly object.

When the $900 million Transportation Stimulus péissed March 311 apologized publicly to my
Republican colleagues for doubting them. | saidfeays that the new committee would slow us down
proved to be unwarranted, and that we had passduilttone week ahead of the deadline | had set. |
congratulated and thanked them for being fair afuhktisan.

I am not bashful about telling them when I thinkyttare wrong. Only a real friend does that. Busba
have to be man enough to admit it when | am wrbtignk that happens far too rarely in politics.

We will have further stimulus bills to debate, ahd next ones will have far more state discretzod

we will certainly have disagreements and spiritedades. But we have some momentum from the way
we have cooperated to date, and | am hopeful teatl work together when things get controversial.

| did call for us to address the disagreements theeextracted $25 million for Education Technology
and the $108 million for State Energy Grants bya#of April. | suggested that half of the $25 million
and $26 million of the $108 million pots are alltadto locals by formula, and that we could separat
those portions out and pass a $38 million dollaptemental bill by April 24. That is that same time-
honored approach, of setting aside disagreememisrioon things you can agree upon.

That's how you eat an elephant. One bite at a time.

Mickey’s Ends and Notes

FEDERAL ECONOMIC RECOVERY ACT WILL HELP MICHIGAN FA  MILIES

The billions of dollars the state is estimatedeoeive through the federal American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act will help Michigan citizens andnifies by putting people to work, by protecting
health care for the vulnerable, making college nadferdable, and keeping our communities safe.
Funds are available through competitive grant ofgmities. More information on recovery programs
that will benefit citizens can be foundvatvw.michigan.gov/recovery

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTES TO REPEAL DRUG INDUSTRY IMMUNITY

The Michigan House of Representatives took a stastdveek for Michigan residents who have been
harmed by dangerous prescription drugs by votingpeal a state law that gives drug companies
complete immunity when their products harm or &dmeone. The House took action to end drug
industry immunity in 2007, but the plan met withpogition in the Michigan Senate.




The plan that passed the Michigan House will:

* Repeal a 1996 law granting immunity to drug comesnPassed by then-Governor John Engler
and the Republican-controlled Legislature, the ¢ves companies complete immunity in
Michigan when their products harm or kill if theudrhas been approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA).

* Make the repeal retroactive so Michigan residerits have been harmed by dangerous drugs
since 1996 can hold drug companies accountable.

* Include drug companies in the Consumer Protecticty ffom which they are exempt.

Michigan is the only state in the nation where drogipanies are not held to the same consumer-
protection standards that other businesses mustadihand it is important that we correct this hottl
companies accountable for any harm they have cavsdtigan families. | have supported this
legislation in the past and will continue to urgg 8enate colleagues to take it up.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONSIDERS BILL TO HELP AUT O SUPPLIERS

Last week, the House of Representatives passedsungein committee that would change the way the
state provides tax credits to auto suppliers sopeomes can get the money more quickly. The proposal
would give auto suppliers who already receive ngalir Michigan Economic Growth Authority tax
credits all the money up front before 2011.

The proposal is aimed at helping Michigan auto sappwho have been hurt by the industry slowdown.
Auto suppliers would have to be likely to retaibgasspecified in original agreements with the state
get the tax credits advanced. This measure cowid some up for a vote on the House floor.

MICHIGAN OFFERS ONE STOP SHOPPING FOR BUSINESS

Governor Jennifer Granholm announced last montiMilkbigan Business One Stop, a program that
reforms the way companies can do business in Machigroviding a single source for government
information and services they need.

Michigan Business One Stop is an online servicedhaws users who want to start, operate or expand
a business in Michigan. On the website, businessoswcan apply and renew permits and licenses, file
annual reports, pay unemployment taxes and any tehs that they are subject to under Michigan law.

Information is shared across state departmentsamitBasy e-payment system and business information
about transaction status is provided in a new, y@geenvironment. In addition, Michigan Business
One Stop offers a consolidated call center housdide Michigan Economic Development Corporation
(MEDC) and a Michigan business ombudsman to assessess issues and help mediate solutions so
that businesses and state agencies can move foiwarcbordinated fashion. For more information,
check out the Michigan Business One Stop websitg;wcan be found atww.michigan.gov/business

FEDERAL PLAN TO HELP FAMILIES STAY IN HOMES

President Barack Obama announced a plan last niwattivould help millions of homeowners who face
home foreclosures to stay in their homes if thegena good faith effort to stay current on their tage
payments.

The comprehensive plan would:
» Offer a loan modification plan through a share@®efivith lenders to reduce interest payments,
and offer incentives to mortgage providers anddwers;
» Create clear and consistent guidelines for loanifications;
* Require participation of lenders who have recergbeived money from the federal government;
* Allow for loan modifications of home mortgages dhgribankruptcy;




» Strengthen ‘Hope for Homeowners’ and other FHA Lpergrams;
* And support local communities and help displacedenes.

In addition, the plan would provide access to lastaefinancing options for responsible homeowners
suffering from failing home prices. The plan helgsmeowners who do not currently qualify for
refinancing because they do not have 20 percerityaqitheir home to qualify so that they can lower
their monthly payments and stay in their homes.

For more information these proposals, please tisitUnited States Department of Housing and Urban
Development website attp://www.hud.gov

2010 Census Information

Several of my constituents have contacted me vatiterns over the validity of forms that they reeeliv
in the mail. The following information was provideame by the United States Census Bureau and may|
help clarify some of your concerns.

THE 2010 CENSUS - MAKE YOUR VOICE COUNT

The Census Bureau is now conducting a completeuatiog of all residents of the United States. sThi
information is used to help key decision-makersansind what your community needs. You may
have already received your census form — if notwilusoon. Fill out the form and return it to mak
sure your voice counts.

Why Should You Answer the Censug

Businesses and corporations rely on census datarpare industries and locations, develop business
plans, and locate and attract investments.

Why Should You Answer the Censug

$300 billion dollars in federal funds is distribdtevery year across the country for roads, heakhca
programs for seniors and more — all based on censubers. By taking just a few minutes to mail
back your questionnaire, YOU can ensure that yoarrounity gets heard.

Because we've had a census every 10 years sin€e Wéknow how far America has come.

WHAT’'S ON THE CENSUS FORM?

The 2010 Census will have one of the shortest cegsastionnaires in the history of the United State
It asks only a few simple questions abut each @firsons living in your household including name,
age/date of birth, relationship, sex, race, Hispanigin, and whether you sometimes live or stay
somewhere else; and just 4 questions about thesholgsin general.

The census form will take only about 10 minutesamplete.




ANSWERING THE CENSUS IS SAFE

By law, the Census Bureau cannot share your indalicecords with any other government agency,
including welfare agencies, the Immigration anduxaization Service, the Internal Revenue Service,
courts, police, and the military. Census worketshie sworn to secrecy before they see the numbers
If someone gave out any information they saw ooref he/she could face up to a $250,000 fine and/or
a five-year prison term.

Why Conduct the 2010 Censu3

The U.S. Constitution (Article I, Section 2) reqesirthat a census be done every 10 years to apportio
the seats in the U.S. House of Representatives gtherstates. Therefore, it is crucial that th&®0
Census count people once, only once, and in thé pigce.

Who is counted ON CENSUS DAY, APRIL 1, 20107

Every 10 years, the Census Bureau conducts a ctergeieounting of every resident in the United
States, no matter where they live or what langubgg speak. The 2010 Census won’t miss people on
the road: Census takers will interview peopleisigat campgrounds, fairs, and marinas as well as
people staying at emergency and transitional siseiseup kitchens, and targeted outdoor locations.

People living on military installations and on raly ships will also be included in the 2010 Ceresis
well as military personnel and federal civilian govment employees stationed overseas.

Different Ways to Use The 2010 Census

. Reapportionment of seats in the U.S. House of Reptatives

. Drawing school district boundaries

. Designing facilities for people with disabilitiethe elderly, or children

. Understanding labor supply, urban planning, andgdesy public safety strategies
. Planning health and educational services for pewfledisabilities

When will the 2010 Census be conducted?

March, 2010: Delivery of the Census Questionnaires to everyestin the United States by the
United States Postal Service.

APRIL 1, 2010 CENSUS DAY -This is the day the Census Bureau sets as refedatedor collecting
your information.

Mid-March through Late April : The American Public returns their completed 2CEDsus
Questionnaire via the US Mail.

Late April-Early July 2010: NON-RESPONSE FOLLOW UP. Canvassers will visitreduseholds
who did not return their Questionnaire by mail.nZassers will collect the information in person.
December 31, 2010Apportionment counts delivered to President.

April 1, 2011: All states receive redistricting counts.




Coffee Hours

*In response to requests from constituents, | ledded coffee hours in Roseville and during the
daytime. Here are my next scheduled coffee holesse feel to stop on by or make an appointment by
calling my office.

April 27 Stay tuned for future scheduled coffee
1:30-2:30 p.m. hours.

Location: Senator Switalski’'s District Officg
(31513 Gratiot, Suite B)
Roseville

1%

Mickey’s TV Insider Show

Check out my TV Insider Show coming to a televisstation near you. Watch me interview local
guests about politics, life, issues and concermaitalistrict.

Sterling Heights Utica

Every Saturday and Sunday at 1 p.m. Every Wedrestld a.m.

(Comcast Channel 5/WOW Channel 10) (Comcast Ch&twsOWwW Channel 10)
Clinton Township Roseville

Last week of every month- Sat thru Thurs Variousés-check local listings
(Comcast Channel 5/\WOW Channel 10) (Comcast Chaiea/OW Channel 10)

Contact My Office

Website: http://www.senate.michigan.gov/switalski
Email: senmswitalski@senate.michigan.gov

Lansing Office District Office
Senator Mickey Switalski 31513 Gratiot, Suite B
Senate District 10 Roseville, MI 48066
410 Farnum
P.O. Box 30036 Monday through Friday
Lansing, Michigan 48909 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
(866) 303-0110 toll free (586) 294-0925 phone
(517) 373-7315 Fax- (586) 294-0985

Fax-(517) 373-3126




